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NORTH CAROLINA EPISTLE. 


[The following Epistle was committed to the 
care of a committee, to bear it, as way should 
epen, to the meetings, families and members. 
This movement received the sanction of the 
general Yearly Meeting, by which the commit- 
tee were “‘ encouraged faithfully to attend to the 
service laid upon them, as Truth may open the 
way.””] 

From North Carolina Yearly Meeting of Min- 
isters and Elders, held by adjournments from 
the 3d of Eleventh month to the Sth of the 
same, 1866. 

To the Meetings, Families and Members of North 

Carolina Yearly Meeting of Friends. 

Dear Friends—Being gathered from our 
various locations, and favored with the company 
of many dear brethren and sisters of other 
Yearly Meetings, who have felt called to labor 
in this part of the vineyard, we desire, with 
reverence and gratitude, to acknowledge that 
our Heavenly Father has been pleased to bless 
our coming together, and afresh to manifest to 
our souls his goodness and his mercy; and 
whilst we have been permitted to rejoice in His 
love, our hearts have been turned towards you, 
who, from various causes beyond your control, 
have been prevented from assembling with us. 
Our prayers have been poured forth for your 
comfort and encouragement; and in the fellow- 
ship of the Gospel of our one Lord, we salute 
you with the language, “ Be strong, and fear 
not.”” Many are your trials and ours—many 
your proving seasons—many your conflicts in 
the Christian warfare—many the difficulties and 
obstructions in your Heavenward journey— 
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many the rocks and shoals, and very frail your which the parting from all of our possessions, 
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barks and ours on the great voyage towards the 
haven of eternal rest. But, beloved brethren 
and sisters, may you and we know the trying 
of our faith to work for us patience, experience 
and hope—may we find it to be unto glory and 
honor at the appearing of Jesus Christ. He 
proves not his people in anger. He tries them 
not in wrath. The fiery trial is for refinement 
—the proving is for purification : and He him- 
self sits watchfully by, until He brings us from 
the furnace, the better fitted for His service and 
to be with Him where He is. We are in great 
danger of becoming discouraged uader our deep 
trials, and of fainting by the way. But He 
sends us not to the battle-field without His own 
equipment. When the conflict waxes hot, that 
is no time to quit the field. Our Captain gives 
not back. He goes before us; let us not fear 
to follow, for His ig the victory ; and if we keep 
near His standard, we shall share that victory 
with Him. Let us give up our hearts to the 
belief that He will cause all things to work to- 
gether for good to us, if we do but love Him 
above all. May we then not cast away the 
shield of Faith, but lay hold upon it; and won- 
derful indeed shall we find its power to quench 
the fiery darts of the wicked. Put on the 
breastplate of righteousness—the righteousness 
which is of God by the faith of Jesus Christ— 
even that which He himself works in us and 
by us, when we give up ourselves entirely to 
His government and guidance. Let the hope 
of salvation be as a helmet to cover our heads 
in the day of battle. Oh, how it comforts the 
weary, tried and struggling soul to feel this 
hope within him. May we pray earnestly for 
it and cherish its appearance in our hearts; so 
shall we receive it and know its preserving and 
saving power. And, beloved, our feet must be 
shod. Else how shall we be able to follow our 
leader? Else how soon shall we give out by the 
way? May we intercede, then, for a large 
measure of true gospel love—for the charity 
which suffereth long and is kind; which is not 


‘easily provoked ; which beareth all things and 


hopeth all things ; which exceeds in value the 
utterances of men and of angels, and without 
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and even the surrender of life itself, are counted 


in the sight of God as nothing. We pray that 
our love. may abound more and more both 
amongst ourselves and towards all men ; that we 
may be made perfect in love—even like unto 
our Father in Heaven, who dispenses blessings 
to the evil and to the good, and sends bis 
showers upon the barren waste as well as upon 
the fruitful field. Then shall we not only “ lay 
aside all wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil 
speaking, with all malice, but we shall be kind 
one unto another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath for- 
given us.” 

In all things, let us come to Jesus. He is 
the heavenly Pilot. He is well acquainted | 
with the dangers of our voyage. He kuows the | 
frailty of our barks. He has borne our griefs. | 
He has carried our sorrows. He has felt the 
awful weight of our sins. He has been tempted 
by our great adversary, and in all of our need | 
He has become for us a perfect Saviour, able to 
save to the uttermost all that come unto God by) 
Him. He invites us to come unto Himself in 
all of our weariness and with all of our burdens 
—in all of our dangers and trials. Let us go 
unto Him, not once ae but often ; yea, let us 
abide with Him. Gird up the loius of your 


mind, be sober, and hope to the end of every 
dispensation, whether of trial, or of labor, or of 
Let patience have its perfect work, 


suffering. 
and in the patience of hope, and in the stead- 
fastness of faith, ye shall possess your souls. 

We have been earnestly exhorted to be dili- 
gent in collecting our families and households 
for the purpose of reading the Holy Scriptures 
and of Family Worship, and on these occasions 
that we should ai/, whether called to the min- 
istry or not, endeavor to be willing instruments 
in the hands of the Lord; withholding not the 
language of exhortatioun—quenching not the 
spirit of prayer; but letting the word of the 
Lord have free course. Stumble not at the 
cross. Let the deep feelings of your souls find 
appropriate utterance in the hearing of your 
families. So shall they, too, through you as 
instruments, witness the baptizing influences of 
a Saviour’s love, and joy beyond the joy of 
worldly harvest shall fill your own souls. 

We have also very deeply felt the necessity 
of a greater concern on the part of Elders, that 
they may come up toa full discharge of their 
important duty in caring for those who from 
inexperience may be considered to be in the 
state of children. Many of these, unless care- 
fully nurtured, will perish; and as they are 
usually backward in indicating their feelings to 
their older friends, it is needful that Elders 
earnestly seek for a right qualification to discern 
the state of mind of these dear children, and 
that they cultivate such a brotherly intimacy 
with them as will promote an interchange of 
feelings one with another. In this manner we 
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believe many opportunities would be afforded 
of speaking a word in season of comfort and en- 
couragement to those whom the Lord is pre- 
paring for usefulness in His Church. We have 
been reminded that if Elders are guided merely 
by the outward appearance, they will often be 
in danger of discouraging those whose minds 
are under deep exercise, and, on the other hand, 
of encouraging those whose religion consists 
mainly in a dead formality. 

We believe, also, that if Elders are really 
alive, they may sometimes feel under the neces- 
sity of speaking a few words by way of exhort- 
ation, and as they give up their hearts to the 
Lord’s requiring, their brethren and sisters will 
be encouraged by their example to ‘‘ go and do 
likewise,” and thus the gifts which the Great 
Head of the Church has bestowed in such boun- 
tiful variety will more and more be brought 
into exercise. What a blessing to the C hurch 
and to the world is a living winistry! How 
ithe fields are whitening to the harvest! We 
mourn because there are so few amongst us who 
aay the call to speak in the name of the Lord. 
Brethren and Sisters, Elders whom Christ hath 
commissioned to feed his flock, be earnest in 
your entreaties that the Lord of the harvest 
would send forth more laborers into his harvest. 
Plead for wisdom and for willingtess eo to per- 
form the duties of your office that you may be 
made instrumental in helping others to fulfil the 
ministry which they have received from the 
Lord Jesus. Then many would run to and fro, 
and knowledge should be increased. Then not 
only would the Lord give the word, but great 
would be the company of those who publish it. 
Let us arise and shake ourselves from the dust. 
For Zion’s sake, let us not rest, and for Jeru- 
salem’s sake, Jet us not hold our peace, until 
the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness 
and the salvation thereof, as a lamp that burn- 
eth ; and when Christ, who is our Chief Shep- 
herd, shall appear, we shall receive a crown of 
glory which fadeth not away. 

Signed by direction and on behalf of the 
meeting aforesaid. 

IsHam Cox, Clerk. 
———__+—~er + 

John Berridge wrote toa lady, “ Live as neat 
to Jesus as you possibly can, but die, die to self. 
Tis a daily work—’tis a hard work. I find my- 
self to be like an insurmountable mountain, or 
a perpendicular rock that must be overcome! 
J’ve not got over it—not half way over! This, 
this is my greatest trial! Self is like a moun- 
tain: Jesus is a sun that shines on the other 
side of the mountain ; and now and then asun- 
beam shines over the top; we get a glimpse, a 
sort of twilight apprehension of the brightness 
of the sun; but se// must be more subdued in 
me before I can bask in the sunbeams of the 


ever-blessed Jesus, or say in every thing, ‘ Thy 
will be done !’” 
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CHALMERIANA. 
No. IX. 
(Continued from nage 658.) 

Dr. Greville was meutioving to us another ex- 
ample of adaptation on a large scale. ‘In tem- 
perate and cool climates, man requires animal 
food ; and, accordingly, nature in such climates 
has provided abundance of pasture land. Ln the 
tropics, where the natural food of man is fruit 
and vegetables, we do not find pastures—but 
the soil is immensely productive of fruit trees. 
Now the quantity of fruit diet obtained in tropi- 
cal climates on a given space of land, greatly 
exceeds that of animal food produced on an 
equal surface of pasture in colder countries. 
This provision of the Creator exactly corre- 
sponds with the fact that a far greater quantity 
of vegetable than of animal food is required 
for the sustenance of our species.” 

It is evident that Dr. Chalmers is deeply im- 
pressed with the opinion that an overwhelming 
tide is but too likely, ere long, to sweep down 
many of our civil, literary and religious institu- 
tions. The spirit which prevails abroad, he 
apprehends to be in somewhat active operation 
at home, and he ascribes its existence and in 
crease to the wide dissemination of superficial 
knowledge. In this respect he appears to be in 
agreement with his friend, Dr. Gordon, an emi- 
nent Evangelical minister, who accompanied 
him one morving in a very short call upon us. 
Dr. Gordon is a slender person, in middle life, 
with an expressive and even beautiful counten- 
ance—reserved and grave in his manner,—and 
apparently accustomed to rather a narrow walk 
in the Christian Church. Yet he bears the 
character of a devoted and even holy Chris- 
tian, and I was glad to hear him express his be- 
lief that Evangelical religion is extending itself 
among the clergy of Scotland, as well as in 
Eugland—includiog many who are not classed 
with what is considered the “serious party.” 
But, like Chalmers, he has no confidence what- 
ever in the permanence, oreven long continuance, 
of the Church establishment either in Scotland 
or England. Chalmers is a great advocate for 
religious establishments. 

Chalmers.—‘‘ I like to see the earth helping 
the woman. I do not plead very earnestly for 
any particular church; but I would have a well- 
formed machinery fixed in every country— 
docks of irrigation through which the predomi- 
nant religion, whatever it is, may diffuse its 


many years the Representative in Congress of 
the city of Philadelphia. He isa man of ex- 
tensive knowledge and experience, and devoted 
to the civil and religious improvement of his 
country. When I inquired of him whether he 
thought Religion gained or lost in America 
from the absence of an establishment, he ex- 
pressed his conviction that genuine Christianity 
is far more diffused in the United States, than it 
would have been had the Church and State 
been united. 

Chalmers.— Well, I hold myself open to con- 
viction, but my belief is that a dry examination 
of numbers in America would lead to a different 
conclusion ; and that if all parties were counted, 
an overwhelming proportion of their scattered 
population would be found to be wholly desti- 
tute of the means of public worship and re- 
ligious culture. The population in England 
and Scotland has immensely outgrown the pro- 
visions of the two establishments—and what 
becomes of the surplus? They do not provide 
themselves with religious privileges; but are 
more than content to continue without them. 
I was furnished with a picturesque argument 
for establishments, on the top of St. Paul’s. 
Whea I looked eastward over the City of Lon- 
don, I beheld it dotted with spires—for the city 
was built at a time when the Church was able 
to meet the demands of the inhabitants. But 
westward, the eye roams over a comparatively 
new town and new population; and a spire is 
hardly to be seen. On the whole, [ conclude 
that unless the law of the land provides 
churches, and a correspondiug administration 
of the Gospel, it is in vain to expect that the 
people wiil provide them for themselves.” 

It was observed by David Erskine that dia- 
senting meeting-houses have no spires; and 
that, although a large proportion of our lower 
population was content to live without the 
means of public worship; yet that what the 
dissenters have effected for the religious culture 
of England ard Scotland, notwithstanding the 
incumbency of the establishment, afforded a aub- 
stantial contradiction of these views. 

I told Dr. Chalmers that this was the only 
subject that I knew of on which I did not sym- 
pathize with him. Nevertheless, 1 fully unite 
in sincerely deprecating the fall of any of our re- 
ligious institutions by the rude hand of anarchy 
and infidelity. It ought to be remembered that 
Dr. Chalmers’ views on this subject are con- 
streams of Christian instruction. [do not per-| nected in his mind, not with a bigoted attach- 
ceive that when such a provision is absent,}ment to any particular form of religion, but 
men are prone to supply the deficiency forfonly with an earuest desire for the maintenance 
themselves ; and the practical effect appears to|of Christianity itself. I think they are by no 
be that a large proportion of the population is| means destitute of weight ; yet, on the whole, I 
left without any religious instruction at all.” |deliberately believe that the woman would do 

I mentioned in reply that 1 had conversed|better if the earth would let her alone; and 
on this subject with Dr. Milnor, a well known|that the great Head of the Church universal 
Episcopalian minister of New York, who, before | may be trusted, for the maintenance and diffu- 







































he became a preacher of Christianity, was for sion of his own cause, through an agency of 
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his own forming. We cannot for a moment;has been cast in Scotland.* They have of 
doubt the stability of his promise: “ On this| course been the subject of daily thought, medita- 
rock will I build my Church, and the gates of tion and converse. Although there is much in 
Hell shall never prevail against it.” With re-|these changes, especially as it regards France, 
gard to America, 1 believe that the means of | with which every liberal mind must sympathize, 
public religious instruction have overtaken the|it is easy to perceive that the spirit of insubor- 
population, and followed it into remote regions, | dination is increasingly prevalent in the world. 
with a greater rapidity than could, under the/I fear it runs through many, both of our pri- 
peculiar circumstances, have been produced by| vate and public relations—parent and child— 
any legal enactments. I suspect that Dr. Chal-| master and servant—magistrate and citizen— 
mers is, in some degree, misinformed on this|king and subject. It is probable also that the 
part of the subject. He was speaking of the} Church is affected by this chafge of feeling ; 
almost total absence of those means in Newjand that in every denomination there is less of 
Orleans; but I found from John Padmore, aj wholesome restraint, and a greater impatience 
most respectable free black, now residing inj of discipline than was the case fifty or an hun- 
Edinburgh, that this is an error, and that the|dred years ago. If this is one of the conse- 
places of worship in New Orleans, notwithstand- | quences of the march of intellect, it is assuredly a 
ing the peculiarly unfavorable character of thein-| fearful one—and I know of no remedy but the 
habitants, are very numerous. [N. B. John Pad-| diffusion of the Gospel. The Scriptures will 
more, now aged 60, was once in slavery in Bar-| never cease to teach us to fulfil all our relative 
badoes. By dint of good conduct and industry, | duties aright, and to be “ subject one to another 
he saved £200, with which he purchased his|in love.” I believe the spirit of rebellion 
own freedom. He has since poid the like sumj against man is intimately asscciated with that 
for the manumission of his aged father—andj of rebellion against God. That which can 
again for that of his son. He underwentjalone counteract both, is genuine Christianity. 
dreadful suffering from the cruelty of his mas We were favored, one day, with a call from a 
ter and mistress when a slave, but they are now! man of very superior parts,—John Brown, the 
ruined, and Padmore has generously ministered | pious and able minister here of one of the larg- 
to their necessities. He obtained a considerable | est seceding congregations. When we asked 
property by trading at New Orleans and other|him, “What dost thou think will be the end 
parts of the United States. He is neat, cheer-}of all these national commotions?” he an- 
ful, sensible and pious, and with his wife is liv-|swered, emphatically, “The kingdoms of this 
ing at Edinburgh, respected by his neighbors,} world shall become the kingdoms of the Lord 
and in great comfort. His whole appearance | and of His Christ.” To this scriptural declara- 
and demeanor are calculated to show the folly | tion we can all set the seal of a willing belief; 
and iniquity of what one of the French depu-| but, in the meantime, tribulations and trials of 
ties has lately called the aristocracy of the|faith may perhaps be ordained, for the further 
skin. | purification of the followers of the Lamb—pre- 

Chalmers.—“ The Scotch establishment has | paratory, it may be, to their final victory. 
one great advantage over that of England. It} Chalmers.—“I think the Scriptures afford 
acknowledges no temporal head, and admits of | us good reason to believe that the ultimate dif- 
no civil or Parliamentary interference with its| fusion of pure Christianity in the world must 
doctrine and discipline. The State helps tojbe preceded by commotion and confusion and 
support it, but has nothing to do with the con-!distress of nations. Look at the new French 
duct of its ministrations. This devolves solely | Revolution. There is much that one approves 
on its Synod.* It is not so with the Church of | a¢ present, both in its tendency and its results. 
England ; but I would not demolish the Church | But you all see it has been effected by the 
of England on that account ; I would only re-| growth of merely human intelligence, by the 
store to her her own convocation. Were some| working of the unregenerate mind without a par- 
little poisonous stream to find its way into the| ticleof Christian principle. Itis just the striving 
sources of the Nile, by which all the waters of | of the natural wisdom and pride of man, after 
the river were rendered insalubrious, it would | that which we are apt to conceive to be the con- 
be a foolish remedy to cut up and destroy the | summation of our happiness—a condition of in- 
dykes by which those waters are conveyed |dependence. I am not one of those who under- 
through all the plains of Egypt. Good sense|rate the value of civil and political fiberty, but 
would dictate on/y the stopping up of the small|I am well assured that it is only the principles 
polluting fountain.” of Christianity which can impart true security, 

The new Revolution in France, and the com: | prosperity and happiness, either to individuals 
motions which have since taken place in other|or to nations. I am prepared to expect that on 
parts of Europe, have all occurred since our lot] the efforts which are now making in the world 


———— a —_——_——_ 


*This was written before the Governmental inter- * This, our readers will remember, was written ia 
ference with the Church in Scotland. 9th mo., 1830, 
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to regenerate our species, without religion, God 
will impress the stamp of solemn and expressive 
mockery.’’ 

Notwithstanding the strength and consist- 
eucy of these sentiments, I venture to indulge 
ahumble hope that our Heaveoly Father will 
deal gently with the workmanship of his hands ; 
and that while the progress of the knowledge of 
Christianity (both of its evidences and its doe- 
trines) keeps pace with that of other knowl- 
edge, there will be a gradual diffusion of divine 
light, until all men shall acknowledge its supe- 
riority to that of man’s wisdom, and shall bow 
the knee “ at the name of Jesus’ 

We parted from our dear friends, Dr. Chal- 
mers, his wife and daughters, as well as from 
some other persons who have been endeared to 
us in Edinburgh, after a solemn and refreshing 
time of silence, ministry and prayer, 9th mo. 
25th, 1830. 

Our sojourn at Edinburgh of nearly five 
weeks appears to be now drawing to its close. 
I cannot conclude these memorabilia without 
recording our gratitude to our dear friends, Al 


Substance, from man to Christ,—the down- 
ward tendencies of the professing church 
through so many suzcessive ages, renewed even 
in the present day, have been in so lamentable a 
degree, back again from the Anti-type to the 
type, from the spiritual to the ritual, from the 
Substance to the form, from Christ to man. 
With what reverence and godly fear ought 
the church ever to listen to the voice out of the 
excellent glory, attesting the supreme authority 
and continued administration of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, “ This is my beloved Son, ia whom I 
am well pleased; hear ye him.”* No worship 
ought now to be made dependent upon the pres- 
ence of avy one man or order of men—no service 
or stated vocal utterance in the congregation, 
ought to be allowed to interfere with the opera- 
tions of the Lord's free Spirit.+| We thank- 
fully recognize, as a means of edification, the 
preaching of the Gospel, and offerings of public 
prayer or thanksgiving, under the renewed an- 
ointing of the Holy Ghost; but we dare not 
make these dependent upon human arrange- 


ments, or exclude by any such arrangements, 
exander and Ann Cruikshank, under whose|the unseen but not unfelt ministrations of the 


peaceful rouf we have found so delightful a} Spirit of Christ dividing to every man several- 
shelter, for their unabated and unbounded hos-|ly, as He will.t Greatly do we desire that, 
pitality. May grace, mercy and peace rest upon |amongst all who profess the Christian name, 
them and upon the many whom we love in|there may not ouly be more of a simple testi- 
Scotland ! mony to the Lord Jesus, but more faith exer- 
[ End of Chalmeriana, Part 1.} cised in Him as “the head over all things to 

RENE the Church,”§ in whom all types are fulfilled 

CHRISTIAN WORSHIP. and ended, in whom it hath pleased the Father 

The worship of God under the Gospel con-| that all fulness should dwell.||— Epistle, 1866. 


sists not in ceremonies or in external observ- cctaiin t quan een 
ances. [tis asimple spiritualservice. That which Religion i ‘the Reeutliied part of it. is 
beng eee he sgh te ma nothing but communion of the soul with God ; 
was fulfilled and ended in the Lord Jesus Christ, sail th f Ss: heeded diti 7 
and in the exercise of faith in Him, the reality cake, "There is a piet ae ; ena 
° . . a ge . B Y « 
is now to be enjayed. * He is the propitiation The worship of a congre me is the worshi 
for our sins,”* the High Priest who hath passed | “, ee Bree d P 
into the heavens, now to appear our Mediator |! 89 many hearts, each rendered a degree more 
ee ae Peete (td 4 w_| fervent than otherwise by the power of sym- 
and Advocate in the presence of Godt We th But if the el ek tuiiell 
cannot doubt that the outward observances or- ee ad bi . a aaa Satie then eee ad 
dained under the former dispensation were -odividual sails are dekh neh anal Pin all 
blessed to the children of God through faith ; | - > aan P aiamane inc obnhe the lobe 
but even then the testimony of the Spirit, from of publie a at ach ithe atatat Seen 
ee o eee Peers See Smee brings its immortal substance, and its personal 
increasing clearness to the eternal Substance ; destiny and ite particular lahetactecedinaadandl 
B B re atte ‘ was Ci nae 74 ‘ ee . 
«oda taped gps sersbeate emis ye ciiresdetecy ' lections, its hopes and its fears,—yes, itself, as 
to proclaim the truth emboJied in the words, | if ix eek iecaiidadieadinenieitendians taal 
“Thou desirest not sacrifice ; else would I give | livion of all oth othe tie hecsnell God 
it: thou delightest not io burnt offering. The} a vivid 2 aaa a en enatlants that 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken | ° sell . a’ 2 os quent cates 
and a contrite heart, O God, Thou wilt not de- | hae a . oa pot ni pits haha 
spise”’"t{ The spiritually enlightened Christian eth hen Seto teen nw al 
cannot but mark, with solemn sadness, that Sienidll » - 5 
whilst the Divine course of discipline and prog- eae 


ress, through the law and the prophets, was| «Thou shall not curse the deaf.” (Lev. 19: 14) 


from the type to the Anti-type, from the|Those who are absent are deaf—they cannot 
ritual to the spiritual, from the form to the | right themselves ; therefore say no ill of them. 


*1 Jobn ii. 2. + Heb. iv. 14; ix. 24. 
} Psalm li. 16, 17. 


“* Matt. xvii. 5. ¢Psalm li. 12. 1 Cor. xii. 11, 
2 Eph. i. 22. Col, i. 19, 
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THOMAS ELLWOOD. 
BY JOHN G. WHITTIER. 
(Concluded from page 661.) 

This was a time of severe trial for the sect 
with which Ellwood bad connected himself. In 
the very midst of the pestilence, when thou- 
sands perished weekly in London, fifty-four 
Quakers were marched through the almost de- 
serted streets, and placed on board a ship, for 
the purpose of being conveyed, according to 
their sentence of banishment, to the West In- 
dies. The ship lay for a long time, with many 
others similarly situated, a helpless prey to the 
pestilence. Through that terrible autumn, the 
prisoners sat waiting for the summons of the 
ghastly Destroyer ; and, from their floating dun- 
geon, 

“ Heard the groan 
Of agonizing ships from shore to shore; 
Heard nightly plunged beneath the sullen wave 
The frequent corse.” 
When the vessel at length set sail, of the fifty- 
four who went on board, twenty-seven only 
were living. A Dutch privateer captured her, 
when two days out, and carried the prisoners to 
North Holland, where they were set at liberty. 
The condition of the jails in the city, where 
were large numbers of (Quakers, was dreadful in 
the extreme. II] ventilated, crowded, and loath- 
some with the accumulated filth of centuries, 
they invited the disease which daily decimated 
their cells. ‘Go on,” says Penington, writing 


to the King and Bishops from his plague-infect 
ed cell in the Aylesbury prison, “ try it out 
with the Spirit of the Lord, come forth with 
your laws, and prisons, and spoiling of goods, 
and banishment and death, if the Lord please, 


and see if ye can carry it! Whom the Lord 
loveth, He can save at His pleasure. Hath He 
begun to break our bonds and deliver us, and 
shall we now distrust Him? Are we iu a worse 
condition than Israel was when the sea was be- 
fore them, the mountains on either side, and 
the Egyptians behind pursuing them ?” 

Brave men and faithful! It is not necessary 
that the present generation, now quietly reap- 
ing the fruit of your heroic endurance, should 
see eye to eye with you in respect to all your 
testimonies and beliefs, in order to recognize 
your claim to gratitude and admiration. For, 
in an age of hypocritical hollowness and mean 
self-eeeking, when, with noble exceptions, the 
very Puritans of Cromwell’s Reign of the Saints 
were taking profane lessons from their old ene- 
mies, and putting on an outside show of conform. 
ity, for the sake of place or pardon, ye main- 
tained the austere dignity of virtue, and with 
King and Church and Parliament arrayed 
against you, vindicated the Rights of Conscience, 
at the cost of home, fortune, and life. English 
liberty owes more to your unyielding firmness 


than to the blows stricken for her at Worcester 
and Naseby. 


REVIEW. 


In 1667, we find the Latin teacher io attend- 
ance at a great meeting of Friends, in London, 
convened at the suggestion of George Fox, for 
the purpose of settling a little difficulty which 
had arisen among the Friends, even under the 
pressure of the severest persecution, relative to 
the very important matter of “‘ wearing the 
hat.” George Fox, in his love of truth and sin- 
cerity, in word and action, had discountenanced 
the fashionable doffing of the hat,and other 
flattering obeisances towards wen holding sta- 
tions in Church or State, as savoring of man- 
worship, giving to the creature the reveretice 
only due to the Creator, as undignified and 
wanting in due self-respect, and tending to sup- 
port unnatural and oppressive distinctions 
among those equal in the sight of God. But 
some of his disciples evidently made much 
more of this ‘‘ hat testimony” than their teacher. 
One John Perrott, who bad just returned trom 
an unsuccessful attemt to convert the Pope, at 
Rome, (where that dignitary, after listeving to 
his exhortations, and finding him in no con- 
dition to be benefired by the spiritual physiciaus 
of the Inquisition, had quietly turned him over 
to the temporal ones of the [osane Hospital,) 
had broached the doctrine that, in public or pri- 
vate worship, the hat was not to be taken off, 
without an immediate revelation or call to do so! 
Ellwood himself seems to have been on the point 
of yielding to this notion, which appears to have 
been the occasion of a good deal of dissension 
and scandal.. Under these circumstances, to 
save truth from reproach, and an important tes- 
timony to the essential equality of mankind 
from running into sheer fanaticism, Fox sum- 
moned his tried aod faithful friends together, 
from all parts of the United Kingdom, and, as 
it appears, with the happiest result. Hat-reve- 
lations were discountenanced, good order and 
harmony re-established, and John Perrott’s bea- 
ver, and the crazy head under it, were from 
thenceforth powerless for evil. Let those who 
are disposed to laugh at this notable Ecumeni- 
cal Council of the Hat, consider that ecclesias- 
tical history has brought down to us the records 
of many larger and more imposing convocations, 
wherein grave bishops and learned fathers took 
each other by the beard upon matters of far less 
practical importance. 

In 1669, we find Ellwood engaged in escott- 
ing his fair friend, Gulielma, to her uncle's 
residence in Sussex. Passing through London, 
and taking the Tunbridge road, they stopped 
at Seven Oak to dine. The Duke of York was 
on the road, with his guards and hangers-on 
and the ino was filled with a rude company. 
“ Hastening,” says Ellwood, “from a_ place 
where we found nothing but rudeness, the roys- 
terers who swarmed there, besides the damping 
oaths they belched out against each other, looked 
very sourly upon us, as if they grudged us the 
horses which we rode and the clothes we wore.” 
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They had proceeded but a little distance, when _“€ young Friend, named Mary Ellis.” He had 
they were overtaken by some half dozen rough-! been for several years acquainted with her, but 
riding cavaliers, of the Wildrake stamp, io full | now he “ found his heart secretly drawn and in- 
pursuit after the beautiful Quakeress. One of, clining towards her.” “At length,’’ he tells us, 
them impudently attempted to pull her upon} as I was sitting all alone, waiting upon the 
his horse before him, but was held at bay by Lord for counsel and guidance in this, in itself 
Ellwood, who seems, on this occasion, to have | and to me, important affair, I felt a word sweet- 
relied somewhat upon his “ stick,” in defend-| ly arise in me, asif I had heard a Voice which 
ing his fair charge. Calling up Gulielma’s| said, Go, and prevail! and Faith springing in 
servant, he bade him ride on one side of bis; my heart at the word, I immediately rose and 
mistress, while he guarded her on the other. | went,nothing doubting.” Onarriving at herresi- 
“ But he,” says Ellwood, “ not thinking it per-| dence, he states that he “solemnly opened his 
haps decent to ride so near his mistress, left} mind to her, which was a great surprisal to her, 
room enough for another to ride between.’’ In| for she had taken in an apprehension, as others 
dashed the drunken retainer, and Gulielma was | had also done,” that his eye had been fixed else- 
once more in peril. It was clearly no time for} where and nearer home. “I used not many 
exhortations and expostulations, “ so,”’ says Ell- | words to her,” he continues, “ but I felt a Di- 
wood, “I choppedin upon him ,bya nimble turn, | vine Power went along with the words, and 
and kept himat bay. I told him [ had hitherto} fixed the matter expressed by them so fast iu 
spared him, but wished him not to provoke me! her breast, that, as she afterwards acknowl- 
further. This [ spoke in such a tone as bespoke | edged to me, she could not shut it out.” 
an high resentment of the abuse put upon us,| “I continued,” he says, “ my visits to my best 
and withal, pressed him so hard with my horse, | beloved Friend until we married, which was on 
that [ suffered him not to come up again to| the 28th day of the Eighth month, 1669. We 
Guli.” By this time it became evident to the! took each other in a select meeting of the an- 
companions of the ruffianly assailant that the | cient and grave Friends of that country. A 
young Quaker was in earnest, and they hastened | very solemn meeting it was, and in a weighty 
to interfere. “ For they,’’ s.ys Ellwood, “see-| frame of spirit we were.” His wife seems to 
ing the contest rise so high, and probably fear-| have had some estate; and Ellwood, with that 
ing it would rise higher, not knowing where it} nice sense of justice which marked all his ac- 
might stop, came in to part us ; which they did, | tions, immediately made his will, securing to 
by taking him away.” her, in case of his decease, all her own goods and 
Escaping from these sons of Belial, Eliwood | moneys, as well as all that he had himself ac- 
and his fair companion rode on through Tun-| quired before marriage. “Which,” he tells us, 
bridge Wells, “ the street thronged with men, |« was indeed but little, yet, by all that little, 
who looked very earnestly at them, but offered | more than I had ever given her ground to expect 
them no affront,” and arrived, late at night, in a] with me.” His father, who was yet unrecon- 
driving rain, at the mansion house of Herbert|ciled to the son’s religious views, found fault 
Springett. ‘The fiery old gentleman was so in-| with his marriage, on the ground that it was 
dignant at the insult offered to his niece, that he| unlawful and nnsanctioned by priest or liturgy ; 
was with difficulty dissuaded from demanding} and consequently refused to render him any 
satisfaction at the hands of the Duke of York. | pecuniary assistance. Yet, in spite of this and 
This seems to have been his last ride with) other trials, he seems to have preserved his se- 
Gulielma. She was soon after married to Wil-|renity of spirit. After an unpleasant interview 
liam Penn, and took up her abode at Worming-| with his father, on one occasion, he wrote, at 
hurst, in Sussex. How blessed and beautiful | his lodgings in an inn, in London, what he calls 
was that union may be understood from the fol-|‘*A Song of Praise.” An extract from it will 
lowing paragraph of a letter, written by her|serve to show the spirit of the good man in af- 
husband, on the eve of his departure for Amer-| fliction: 
ica to lay the foundations of a Christian colony. | « ato the Glory of Thy Holy Name, 
* “My dear Wife! remember thou wast the] Eternal God! whom I both love and féar, 
love of my youth, aod much the joy of my life,|1 hereby do declare, I never cams 
the most beloved, as well as the most worthy : fore Thy throne, and found thee loth to hear, 
' ut always ready with an open ear, 
of all my earthly comforts ; and the reason of : 


: And, though sometimes Thon seem’st Thy face to hide, 
that love was more thy inward than thy outward| As one that bad withdrawn bis love from me, 
excellences, which yet were many. God knows, | 'Tis that my faith may to the full be tried, 


and thou knowest it, I ean say it was a match And that I thereby may the better see * 

of Providence’s making; and God’s image in| 4°¥ weak lum when not upheld by Thee! 

us both was the first thing and the most amia- The next year, 1670, an act of Parliament, in 

ble and engaging ornament in our eyes.” relation to “ Conventicles,” provided that any 
About this time, our friend Thomas, seeing| person who should be present at any meet- 

that his old playmate at Chalfont was destined | ing, under color or pretence of any exercise of 

for another, turned his attention towards a! religion, in other manner than according to the 
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liturgy and practice of the Church of England, 
“ should be liable to fines of from five to ten 
shillings; and any person preaching at or giv- 
ing his house for the meeting, to a fine of twen- 
ty pounds; one third of the fines being received 
by the informer or informers.” Asa natural 
consequence of such a law, the vilest scoundrels 
in the land set up the trade of informers and 
heresy-hunters. Wherever a dissenting meet- 
ing or burial took place, there was sure to be a 
mercenary spy, ready to bring a complaint 
against all in attendance. The Independents 
and Baptists ceased, in a great measure, to hold 
public meetings, yet even they did not escape 
prosecution. Bunyan, for instance, in these 
days, was dreaming, like another Jacob, of an- 
gels ascending and descending, in Bedford pris- 
on. But upon the poor Quakers fell, as usual, 
the great force of the unjust enactment. Some 
of these spies or informers, men of sharp wit, 
close countenances, pliant tempers, and skill in 
dissimulation, took the guise of Quakers, Inde- 
pendents, or Baptists, as occasion required, 
thrusting themselves into the meetings of the 
proscribed sects, ascertaining the number who 
attended, their rank and condition, and then 
informiog against them. Ellwood, in his jour- 
nal for 1670, describes several of these emis- 
saries of evil. One of them came to a Friend’s 
house, in Bucks, professing to be a brother in 
the faith, but, overdoing his counterfeit Qua- 
kerism, was detected and dismissed by his host. 
Betaking himself to the inn, he appeared in his 
true character, drank and swore roundly, and 
confessed over his cups that he had been sent 
forth on his mission by the Rev. Dr. Mew, Vice 
Chancellor of Oxford. Finding little success in 
counterfeiting Quakerism, he turned to the 
Baptists, where, for a time, he met with better 
success. Ellwood at this time rendered good ser- 
vice to his friends, by exposing the true char- 
acter of these wretches, and bringing them to 
justice for theft, perjury, and other misdemean- 
ors. 

While this storm of persecution lasted (a pe- 
riod of two or three years,) the different dissent 
ing sects felt, in some measure, a common sym- 
pathy, and, while guarding themselves against 
their common foe, had little leisure for contro- 
versy with each other ; but, as was natural, the 
abatement of their mutual suffering and danger 
was the signal for renewing their suspended 
quarrels. The Baptists fell upon the Quakers, 
with pamphlet and sermon; the latter replied 
in the same way. One of the most conspicuous 
of the Baptist disputants was the famous JERE- 
MY Ives, with whom our friend Ellwood seems 
to have had a good deal of trouble. “ His name,” 
says Ellwood, “was up for atopping Disputant. He 
was well read in the fallacies of logic, and was 
ready in framing syllogisms. His chief art lay 
in tickling the humor of rude, unlearned, and 
injudicious hearers.” . 


REVIEW. 


The residue of Ellwood’s life seems to have 
glided on in serenity and peace. He wrote, at 
intervals, many pamphlets in defence of his So- 
ciety, and in favor of Liberty of Conscience. 
At his hospitable residence, the leading spirits 
of the sect were warmly welcomed. George Fox 
and William Penn seem to have been frequent 
guests. We find that, in 1683, he was arrest- 
ed for seditious publications, when on the eve 
of hastening to his early friend, Gulielma, who, 
in the absence of her hysband, Governor Penn, 
had fallen dangerously ill. On coming before 
the Judge, “I told him,” says Ellwood, “ that 
I had that morning received an express out of 
Sussex, that William Penn’s wife (with whom 
I had an intimate acquaintance and strict friend- 
ship, ab ipsis fere incunabilis, at least, a teneris 
unguiculis) lay now ill, not without great dan- 
ger, and that she had expressed her desire that 
I would come to her as soon as I could.” The 
Judge said,‘ He was very sorry for Madam 
Penn’s illness,” of whose virtues he spoke very 
highly, but not more than was her due. Then 
he told me “that, for her sake, he would do 
what he could to further my visit to her.” Es- 
caping from the hands of the law, he visited 
his friend, who was by this time in a way of re- 
covery, and, on his return, learned that the 
prosecution had been abandoned. 

At about this date his narrative ceases. We 
learo from other sources that he continued to 
write and print in defence of his religious views 
up to the year of his death, which took place in 
1713. One of his productions, a poetical ver- 
sion of the Life of David, may be still met with, 
in the old Quaker libraries. On the score of 
poetical merit, it is about on a level with Mi- 
chael Drayton’s verses on the same subject. As 
the history of one of the firm confessors of the 
old struggle for religious freedom, of a genial- 
hearted and pleasant scholar, the friend of Penn 
and Milton, and the suggester of PARADISE Re- 
GAINED, we trust our burried sketch has not 
been altogether without interest; and that, 
whatever may be the religious views of our 
readers, they have not failed to recognize a 
good and true man in Tuomas ELLwoop. 
FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


PHILADELPHIA, SIXTH MONTH 22, 1867. 


New York Yearty Meetine.—The in- 
come of the Murray Fund, as appeared by the 
report, had been spent in the distribution of 
valuable books, in aid of the Freed-people, &c., 
in accordance with the design of the Testator. 
The report embodied a beautiful tribute to the 
memory of Wm. F. Mott. The vacancy in the 
trust was filled by the appointment of Wm. F. 
Mott, Jr. “Instead of the father the son.” 
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REVIEW. 


The Epistle from Iowa being without sig- 
nature, was sent back, and returned before the 
close of the Yearly Meeting, duly authenti- 


cated. " 


A proposition for a revisioa of the Queries 
was referred to a committee, who did not recom- 


mend any change. 


A concern for a wider circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures was opened by H. Dickinson, and 


of our hired help, who should, when practica- 
ble, be gathered at the family reading. 

Only three cases were reported of members 
of this large Yearly Meeting who used spiritu- 
ous liquors. The vile custom of using tobacco, 
so often a stepping-stone to intemperate drink- 
ing, was strongly discouraged. 

The attendance of placea of diversion, and 
indulgence ia pernicious reading, were spoken 


also for their more diligent use by our own|upon impressively, and it may be hoped that 
members. The subject claimed the lively con- | the words of affectionate counsel and waraing 


sideration of the meeting. Instances were ad- 
duced of the power of the Scriptures, unaided 
by human expositors, to make wise unto salva- 


tion through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 


The reading and answering of the queries 
elicited pertinent remarks and instructive coun- 
s:l,as the various subjects passed in review 
The diligent attendance of religious meetings 
was impressively urged. Religious awakening 
was spoken of as a remedy for drowsiness there- 
in. Detraction was denounced, and its evils 
held to view—a significant gesture being often 
as detractive and injurious as tie plainest 
speaking. The practice of criticising ministers 
was deprecated. The query— Are Friends 
diligent in the perusal of the Scriptares in their 


families cullectively ?” broaght before the meet- 
ing a very lively exercise. Friends were en- 


couraged to labor with those who neglect this 


important duty. A case was stated of a Friend, 
who, in performance of a social visit, was pained 
by the absence of Scriptural reading. Whea 
the family were dispersing after breakfast, she, 
with tears, raised the query whether they were 
not in the practice. Those wh» had left were 


wecalled, the practice was established, and now, 


after the lapse of two years, is still continued. 
It was mentioned thit in some families each in- 
dividual, after the reading on Second-day morn- 
ing, repeats a text committed to memory the 
day previous, each one thus acquiring fifty-two 
texts in the year. Friends were cautioned 
against the formal reading of the Bible, fol- 
lowed immediately by secular conversation 
Jonathan Devol queried whether there was one 
present whose children could say—‘I never 
saw father pray.” Were the love of Jesus up 
permost in our hearts, there would be times 
when, in the midst of our families, we would be 
constrained to implore the divine blessing. 
Concern was expressed for the religious welfare 





{Great Britain and [reland. She visited Friends 





will be long remembered as seed sowa in good 
ground. 

On Third-day, two joint meetings of men and 
women were held. Rebecca Collins returned 
the certifivates which had beea granted to her 
for religious service in Europe. She gave an 
interesting account of her journeyings for nearly 
two years, most of which time was spent in 


in Germany and in the south of France, and 
spent some time in Paris, where she reported a 
wide door open for the labors of Friends, among 
a people tired of the empty forms and ceremo- 
nies of Romanism, Her narrative of her jour- 
ney in Norway, and perils encountered, was of 


| thrilling interest. She represented Friends in 


that nation as being in a pitiable condition from 
poverty and political oppression ; yet their sim- 


ple hearts were open to the reception of truth. 


In concluding, she referred to having maio- 
tained, whilst on the Continent, the plain dress 
of a Friend, and encourazed in others the sup- 
port of our testimony in this respect. To this 
there was considerable response. Eli Jessup 
was well aware that the land-marks were not 
the land, yet he was fully convinced that the 
land-marks should not be removed. An im- 
pression was expressed that there were some 
present who, if faithful, would have to go among 
these poor people—that some who were now re- 
ceiving kind entertainmeat from their wealthy 
friends would be called to work among the poor, 
where they would have to share their hard- 
ships. 

In the afternoon, the report of the Represen- 
tative Committee was read, introducing several 
important topics. The care and assistance ex- 
tended to the freed-people formed a large item 
in their proceedings. An extract was read 
from a letter by S. F. Smiley, giving an en- 
couraging view of the work goieg on in Rich 
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mond: $70,000 in money, and probably as 
much in clothing, &c., had been sent, and the 
physical suffering had been mostly relieved ; but 
we must expect to labor for years to come for 
the intellectual and spiritual elevation of a 
down-trodden race. E. L. Comstock hesitated 
in calling this a work of benevolence, as the 
unpaid labor of the blacks had so long fur- 
nished us with cheap food and clothing, that a 
balance of accounts would show us to be still in 
their debt. After we had done justice we might 
talk of benevolence. 

It was suggested that whilst Friends were 
foremost in ministering to the physical and in- 
tellectual needs of the freed-people, and in 
awakening in them desires after holiness, they 
left the spiritual care of them to other bodies, 
practically saying that we do not wish them in 
our Church Other societies, 


through their agents, were organizing Churches 


organization. 


among them, and it was possible that through 
this means Romanism might yet obtain a strong 
foothold in this country, R. W. Douglas 
could not agree with those who cared not to 
what denomination an awakened sinner should 
go. He did care. Tle believed that the doc- 
trines of Friends were the best calculated to ad- 
vance vital Christianity, and he was so far a 
sectarian, that he would wish to see them spread. 
This subject obtained a strong hold upon the 
minds of Friends; and it was thought by many 
that a need would arise fur the institution of 
some simple form of religious organization, open- 
ing the door for membership. At a subsequent 
sitting, it was resolved again to raise money for | 
these people. 

On Fifth-day, the proceedings of the Peace 
Conference were read. These, it will be re- 
membered, were fully reported in the Review. | 
After free discussion, it was decided to raise 
$1900,—the proposed quota of this Yearly 
Meeting to defray the contemplated expenses of 
this effort to promote peace. 

The report respecting the school at Union 
Springs was satisfactory, though showing a de- 
ficitof $1500. The efficiency of the school was 
thought to” be great in proportion to its small 
means, (the establishment being valued at 
$20,000,) and an appeal for aid was made to 
wealthy Friends. 


A committee previously charged with the di-; 


gesting of a plan for spreading the Serip- 


REVIEW. 


tures, advised the raising, annually, of one thou- 
sand dollars, and the appointment of a central 
committee, who should reside near New York ; 
also one member from each Quarterly Meeting. 
Each of the latter to be chairman of a com- 
mittee appointed by his own Quarterly Meet- 
ing. A sub-committee to be raised 
Monthly Meeting. 


in each 


Stanford Quarterly Meeting was merged in 
that of Nine Partners. This was on the rec- 
ommendation of last year’s Committee to visit 
subordinate meetings. A new committee now 
appointed, were requested to endeavor to estab- 
lish Virst-day schools where they did not exist. 
Their importance was clearly shown. In the 
absence of such schools of our own, the chil- 
dren of Friends will attend those of a sectarian 
character, and be led off from the Society. One 
of the visitors, who had been connected with 
First-day schools for thirty-six years, stated that 
there is now not a meeting in the Yearly 
Meetings of Indiana, Western or lowa, without 
such schools. Another said that in country 
places schools and Bible classes were well at- 
tended by those who had to go five or six 
miles. 

During the week, visits to the men’s meeting 
were made by Caroline E. Talbott, Phebe G. 
Underhill, M. H. Rogers and A. B. Kelley; 
and to the women’s meeting by Dr. Young and 
D. MePherson. 

Epistles were addressed to all the Yearly 
Meetings except Philadelphia. 

The Meeting closed on Fifth day evening, 
under a covering of solemnity. ‘“Tuken as a 
whole,” a correspondent writes, “ the exercises 
of the week were most remarkable. The name 
of the Lord was magnified through his servants, 
and overwhelming evidence shown forth that 
they followed a blessed, living reality, and not 
cunningly devised fables.” 

An appointed meeting was held at the re- 
quest of Deborah C. Thomas, for Ministers and 
Elders. - 

Of the Women’s Yearly Meeting a beloved 
correspondent writes: “Sweet unity was pre- 
served during the various sittings. Prayers 
frequently ascended for the Master’s power to 
reign ; and truly these were graciously answered, 
and his owning Presence felt. It was hard for 
us to break the solemnity which was over us at 
the close.” 
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Kansas QuarTeRLY Meetine.—lt is inter-| Drep, on the 4th of Second month, 1867, CasweLt 



































B. Sumyer, son of Eli J. and Jane E. Samner, in the 
25th year of his age; a member of White Lick 
Monthly Meeting. He was a young man of more 
than ordinary mental ability, and by the ami:bleness 
of his disposition bad endeared himself to a large 
circle of friends. In 1862, he so far deviated from 
the Christian law of love as to enlist in a warfare 
which was not that of Him who said, “‘ My kingdom 
is not of this world, else would my servants fight.” He 
thus contracted disease which ultimately proved 
fatal. After bis return, being convinced that his stay 
on earth would be short, he was drawn into spiritual 
self-investigation, and found that although he had 
a literal belief in the plan of salvation through 
Christ, he was not reconciled to God. His sias bore 
heavily upon him; but, to use his own language, 
“When I cried long and turned unto the Lord, he 
rolled the burden off.” Being favored through re- 
pentance and faith to obtain peace from God, he was 
enabled to bear many testimonies to the efficacy of 
that blood, in which, through adorable mercy, he 
bad known his own sins to be washed away. 

, on the 8th of Ninth month, 1866, Dante V. 
Wittiams, son of Owen and Mary Williams, in the 
29h year of his age; a member of New Garden 
Monthly Meeting, Iowa. 

, on the 26th of Twelfth month, 1866, near 
Pilot Grove, lowa, Mauton J. Townsenp, in the 19th 
year of his age; and at the same place, on the 15th 
of Third month, 1867, his brother, ELtwoop Town- 
SEND, in the 22d year of his ave; both members of 
New Garden Monthly Meetiog, lowa, and young men 
of unusual promise. Their end was peace. 

, on the 17th of Fifth month, 1867, Repecca, 
wife of Levi A. Stanley, and daughter of Benjamin 
and Nancy Hinshaw, in the 3lst year of her aye; a 
member of South River Monthly Meeting, lowa. 
She received the cup of affliction sweetly from her 
Heavenly Father's hand, saying, “If it be bis will to 
restore me to health, I would serve him more fer- 
vently; nevertheless, not my will, O Lord, but thine 


esting to learn that in this new and distant 
State a Quarterly Meeting is established, com- 
posed of five monthly meetings. It was held 
at Cottonwood, Lyon Co., on the Ist and 24 


inst., and notwithstanding continued rains and 
swollen streams, was very well attended, only 
one Representative missing. It is represented 
to us as having been a season of favor: a large 
public meeting being held on the occasion. Re- 
quests for the establishment of other meetings 
in the State, indicate that Frieads are on the 
increase. May they experience both the glori- 
ous liberty and the salutary restrictions of the 
sons of God, and walking in His fear, may His 
Name be magnified amony them. 

Since the above was in type, another corres- 
pondent informs that at the above meeting 
three Preparative Meetings were established, 
making the whole number twelve: also that 
nine months ago there were 738 members in 
Kansas, since which there has been considerable 
accession. “A large assembly,” he writes, 
“were gathered.—of all ages—many coming 
from 50 to 100 miles to attend. Thus, as is 
usual in our meetings, many strange faces met, 
yet we were favored, ‘as unknown and yet 
known,’ to sit down as children of a common 
Father, feeling his own Presence near, kis 
love overshadowing all, bis majesty, and our 
nothingness, felt and acknowledged. Charity, 
condescension fand unanimity, through mercy, 
characterized the deliberations.” 


—_——-_ <4 — — 


Marriep, on the 11th of Fourth month, 1867, at 











Friends’ Meeting, Pleasant Hill, Ind., Taomas E., son 
of Bordon and Rachel Hanson, to Mary L., daugh- 
ter of Ezra and Jane Williams; both members of 
Pleasant Hill Monthly Meeting. 

——, on the 8th of Fifth month, 1867, at Friends’ 
Meeting, Sugar Creek, Lemvet Mippieron, a member 
of Honey Creek Monthly Meeting, to Racuen Wittsig, 
daughter of Simeon and Elizabeth Wiltsie; ail mem- 
bers of Pipe Creek Monthly Meeting, Ind. 


+ <0 

Diep, on the 5th of Sixth month, 1867, Mary 
Mickux, widow of the late George Mickle, in the 74th 
year of her age; a beloved and valued member and 
minister of Woodbury Monthly Meeting, N. J. 

“ Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth : yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest 
from their labors, and their works do follow them.” 

——, on the 13th of Fifth month, 1867, at West- 
field, Ind., Uniry Bares, Jr., in the 58th year of her 
age, daughter of the late Dr. Fleming and Unity 
Bates, of Virginia. She bore a painful illaess of 
nearly four months with much Christian patience 
and resignation. The nature of her disease was 
such as to prevent much expression the last few days 
of her lite. The night before her death she took an 
affectionate leave of ber aged mother and the rest of 
the family, and bas left them the consoling assurance 
that she has entered one of those mansions prepared 
by the blessed Saviour for those who love and serve 
Him. 










“Our smitten friends 
Are angels sent on errands full of love; 
For us they languish, and for us they die.” 





be done. And, when in answer to her fervent 
prayers she was granted a foretaste of the promised 
glory, she said, “It is all through the mercy of my 
dear Redeemer, and to Him be all the praise.” As 
her ransomed spirit passed into the rest prepared 


for the redeemed of the Lord, her last words were, 
“Allis perfect peace and happiness and eternal rest.” 
a ‘silica 
CANADA YEARLY MEETING. 

Friends expecting to attend Canada Yearly Meet- 
ing, are informed that arrangements are being made 
with the Grand Trunk Railway of Canada, to carry 
Friends from any station, east or west, to Duffin’s 
Creek Station, (nearest to Yearly Meeting) and back 
for one fare. Tickets for return will either be issued 
at station of embarkation or at Yearly Meeting. Also 
with Great Western Railway, to carry to Toronto and 
back for a fare and a quarter; said. agreement to 
continue from 6th mo. 24th to 7th mo. 8th. 

Frienés travelling by Grand Trunk Railway to 
Duffin’s Creek, will please furnish themselves with 
certificates signed by the clerk of the meeting to which 
they belong, as follows, when they will get a return 
ticket free to the point at which they get on: 

This is to certify that the bearer, —, isa member 
of the Religious Society of Friends, going to Duffin’s 
Creek to attend the Yearly Meeting of Canada. 

Signed, A. B., Clerk of meeting. 


— ~9m tO 








Christ is not in the heart of a saint, as in a 
sepulchre, or as a dead Saviour that does noth- 
ing, but as in His temple, and as one alive from 
the dead.— President Edwards. 
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For Friends’ Review. 
YOUR JOY NO MAN TAKETH FROM YOU.—John 
xvi. 27. 

Whilst uniting, without reserve, with the sen 
timents respecting the reaJing of certificates for 
Friends travelling in Truth’s service, as ex 
pressed in the Review editorial, page 649, I 
have desired that Friends may find their moor- 
ings in the safe harbor shielded by the love of 
the same Saviour who calmed the tempestuous 
billows of old. If we have faith in this all-suf- 
ficient Saviour, let us have therewith Hope as a 
sure and steadfast anchor which entereth into 
that which is within the vail. Then, when the 
word is preached by the messengers to our edi- 
fication and comfort, even if the “ letters of com- 
mendation” should unhappily be rejected, the 
troubled wave need not disturb the settled 
peace of such as are followers uf that which is 
good. The feeling may prevail of being grieved 
in spirit, yet it is mingled with a humbling 
sense of our own captive condition and the 
wilderness state of the Church; and we may 


REVIEW. 


profound interest gathers around it! It is a 
blessed thought that it is not a capricious, 
changeable Being who bolds the helm of our 
universe, but the just and merciful Jehovah— 
‘the same yesterday, to day, and for ever” — 
the Father who pitieth His children, knowing 
the frailty of their frames. In this vision of 
orbits and revolutions, more awful and stupen- 
dous than Ezekiel’s vision of wheels within 
wheels, we see seated on the throne above the 
firmament, not a blind chance or a pzssionless 
fate, but one like unto the Son of Man—He 
whom John saw in Patmos, holding the mystery 
of the seven stars in His right hand—possessed 
of infinite love, as well as infinite power—bind- 
ing the sweet influences of Pleiades solely for 
the order and good of His creation. 

Man’s lifetime is a mere moment; nay, the 
past history of our race, with all its great and 
varied events, is but a handbreadth compared 
with the orbit of our solar system. During the 
period of our existence on the earth, we have 
traversed thousands of millions of miles; and 


turn reverently unto Him who was bruised for 
our transgressions, and find relief in that we 
have such a High Priest. Surely “ He hath 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows.”’ 


yet all that time we have obtwined no new view 
of the heavens. All things have continued as 
they were ; the same stars avd constellations, in 
nearly the same positions in the sky, gleam 
down upon us which appeared to the shepherds 
on the midnight plains of Chaldea in the time 
of Job. So vast is the orbit of our system that 
from the creation of man to the present day we 
have described but an infinitesimal are of it. 


R. 


ertninineeasciailgigippietees 
PLEIADES AND ORION. 
BY H. 


MACMILLAN. 
(Continued from page 671.) 


In accordance with this higher ioterpretation, |Our annual progress, though expressed by a 
the influences of the Pleiades may be called| hundred and fifty millions of miles, would ap- 
sweet, as indieating the harmonious operation of | pear, if viewed from the nearest fixed star, as 
those great laws by which our system revolves | little more than one third of a second of space. 


around them. In this vast and complex ar-|We koow not bow long our race may exist in 


rangement, not one wheel jars or creeks—not a/ this world; but if it be destined to outlive the 
single discordant sound disturbs the deep, sol- | completion of this vast course, strange and un- 
emn quietude of the midnight sky. Smoothly | imagined glories will be revealed to future gen- 
and silently each star performs its sublime revo-| erations. The heavens of our time will wax old 
lutions. Although our system is composed of so| and disappear ; constellations with which we are 
many bodies—differiug in size, form and con-| now familiar wi!l give place to unkoowa combi- 
sistence—they are all exquisitely poised in| nations; and ever as our system rolls on through 
space in relation to one another, and to their!space it will pass into new collocations; new 
common centre; their antagonistic forces are so} suns and systems will advance, open out their 
nicely adjusted as to curb every orb in its des-| aplendors, and fill the sky with their glory, and 
tined path, and to preserve the safety and har-| then recede ; so that, as time advances, the hu- 
mony of the whole. Moons revolve around! man race, in the retrospect of this vast aérial 
planets, comets and planets around the sun, the | journey, will have a higher conception than is 
sun around Alcyone, aud Alcyone around some| now possible, of the boundless domains and 
other unknown sun, hid far away in some unex- | the inexhaustible riches of the Infinite God. 

plored depths of our galaxy; and grand beyond| Having described the Pleiades, let us now 
conception, this cluster of systems around the! turn to the beautiful antithesis of the text— 
centre of tea thousand centres—the great white | “ Canst thou loose the bands of Orion?” This 
throve of the Eternal and the Infinite ; and all; cluster of stars—the Kesil of the ancient Chal- 
with a rhythm so perfect that we might almost | deans—is by far the most magnificent constel- 
believe in the old poetic fable of The Music of} lation in the heavens. Its form must be famil- 
the Spheres.” What vast and almost infinite | iar to every one who has attentively considered 
consequences depend upon that little star, that | the nocturnal sky. It resembles the rude out- 
gleams out upon us from the midnight sky,jline of a gigantic human figure. By the Greek 
among a cluster of diamond points, itself searce- | mythologists, Orion was supposed to be a cele- 
ly larger than a drop of lucent dew! What brated hunter, superior to the rest of mankind 
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display of stars which the siderial heavens in 
this country can exhibit. The ubiquity of this 
constellation may have been one of the reasons 
why it was chosen to illustrate God’s argument 
with Job, in a book intended to be read uni- 
versally, wherever the human race should ex- 
tend. When the Bible reader of every clime 
and country can go out in the appropriate sea- 
son, and find in his own sky the very constella- 
tion, and direct his gaze to the very peculiarity 
in it, to which the Creator alluded in His mys- 
terious converse with Job, he has no longer a 
vague, indefinite idea in his mind, but is pow- 
erfully convinced of the reality of the whole 
circumstance, while his feelings of devotion are 
deepened and intensified. 

The three bright stars which constitute the 
girdle or bands of Orion never change their 
form ; they preserve the same relative position 
to each other, and to the rest of the constella- 
tion, from year to year, and age toage. They 
present precisely the same appearance to us 
which they did to Job. No sooner does the 
constellation rise above the horizon, however 
long may have been the interval since we last 
beheld it, than these three stars appear in the 
old familiar position. They afford to us one of 
the highest types of immutability in the midst 
of ceaseless changes. When heartsick and 
weary of the continual alterations we observe in 
this world, on whose most enduring objects and 
affections is written the melancholy doom,— 
“ passing away, ’’—it is comforting to look up to 
this bright beacon in the heavens, that remains 
unmoved amid all the restless surges of time’s 
yreat ocean. And yet in the profound rest of 
these stars there is a ceaseless motion ; in their 
apparent stability and everlasting endurance 
there is constant change. In vast courses, with 
inconceivable velocities, they are whirling round 
invisible centres, and ever shifting their po- 
sitions in space, and ever passing into new collo- 
cations. They appear to us motionless and 
changeless, because of our great distance from 
them; just as the foaming torrent that rushes 
down the hillside with the speed of an arrow, 


in strength and stature, whose mighty deeds en- 
titled him after death to the honors of an apothe- 
osis. The Orientals imagined him to be a huge 
giant, who, Titan-like, had warred against God, 
and was, therefore, bound in chains to the firma- 
ment of heaven; and some authors have con- 
jectured that this notion is the origin of the 
history of Nimrod, who, according to Jewish 
tradition, instigated the descendants of Noah te 
build the Tower of Babel. The constellation of 
Orion is composed of four very bright stars, 
forming a quadrilateral, higher than it is broad, 
with three equidistant stars in a diagonal line 
in the middle. The two upper stars, called 
Betelgeux and Bellatrix, form the shoulders; 
in the middle, immediately above these, are 
three small, dim stars, close to each other, form- 
ing the cheek or head. These stars are dis- 
tinetly visible only on a very clear night; and 
this circumstance may have given rise to the 
old fable that Cnopion, king of Chios—whose 
daughter Orion demanded in marriage—put out 
his eyes as he lay asleep on the sea-shore, and 
that he recovered his sigkt, by gazing upon the 
rising sun from the suwmit of a neighboring 
hill. The constellation is, therefore, represented 
by the poets, as groping with blinded eyes all 
round the heavens in search of the sun. The 
feet are composed of two very bright stars, 
called Rigel and Saiph ; the three stars in the 
middle are called the belt or girdle, and from 
them depends a stripe of smaller stars, forming 
the hunter’s sword. The whole constellation, 
containing seventeen stars to the naked eye, 
but exhibiting seventy-eight in an ordinary tele- 
scope, occupies a large and conspicuous position 
in the southern heavens, below the Pleiades; 
and is often visible, owing to the brightness 
and magnitude of its stars, when all other con- 
stellations, with the exception of the Plough, 
are lost in the mistiness of night. In this 
country it is seen only a short space above the 
horizon, along whose rugged outline of dark 
hills its starry feet may be observed for many 
nights in the winter, walking in solitary gran- 
deur. It attains its greatest elevation in Jan- 
uary and February, and disappears altogether|and in the wildest and most vagrant course, 
during the summer and autumn months. Inj filling all the air with its ceaseless shoutings, 
Mesopotamia it occupies a position nearer the| appears from an opposite hill frozen by the dis- 
zenith, and, therefore, is more brilliant aud| tance into silence and rest—a mere motionless, 
striking in appearance. Night after night it| changeless glacier on the mountain side. Mys- 
sheds down its rays with mystical splendor over | terious triplet of stars, that are ever changing, 
the lonely solitudes- through which the Eu-|and yet never seeming to change! How won- 
phrates flows, and where the tents of the patri- | dertul must be the Power which preserves such 
arch of Uz once stood. perfect order amid all their complex arrange- 
Orion is not only the most striking and splen-| ments, such sublime peace and everlasting per- 
did constellation in the heavens; it is also one|manence amid the incalculable distances to 
of the very few clusters that are visible in allj which they wander, and the bewildering ve- 
parts of the habitable world. The equator passes| locities with which they move! What answer 
through the middle of it; the glittering stars of| can Job give to the question of the Almighty? 
its belt being strung, like diamonds, on its in-] Can man, whose breath is in his nostrils, and 
visible line. In the beginning of January, when| who is crushed before the moth, unclasp that 
it is about the meridian, we obtain the grandest’ brilliant starry bracelet which God’s own band 
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has fastened on the dusky arm of night? Can 
man separate these stars from one another, or 
alter their relative positions in the smallest de- 
gree? What is it that controls all their move- 
ments, and keeps them united together in their 
peculiar form? It is the force of gravitation, 
which is not a mere mechanical agency, unorig- 


appointed. We are sensible that thou hast ob- 
tained a great place in the esteem and affection 
of people of all denominations, over whom thou 
presidest, and many eminent talents being com- 
mitted to thy trust, we much desire they may 
be fully devoted to the Lord’s honour and ser- 
vice, that thus thou mayest be an happy instru- 


inated, uncontrolled, but the delegated power of | ment in his hands, for the suppression of vice, 
the Almighty—the will of him who has the] infidelity, and irreligion, and every species of 
keys of the universe, and “shutteth, and no/ oppression on the persons or concerns of men 


man openeth : 
teth.”’ 


same power which binds the starry bands of | 


Orion, keeps together the particles of the com- 
mou stone by the wayside,—that those mighty 
masses are controlled by the same Almighty 


} 


and openeth, and no man shut-/so that righteousness and peace, which truly 
How sublime the thought that the] exalt a nation, may prevail throughout the land, 


as the only solid foundation that can be laid for 
the prosperity and happiness of this or any other 
country. 

The free toleration which the citizens of these 


influence, which regulates the falling of the States enjoy, in the public worship of the Al- 
snow-flake and the ‘gentle breath of summer, | mighty agreeably to the dictates of their con- 
that directs the motions of the minutest ani- | sciences, we esteem among the choicest of bless- 
walcule, and weaves the attenuated line of the’ ings, and as we desire to be filled with fervent 


gossamer ! 
(To be continued.) 
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THE FEAR OF THE LORD—THAT IS WISDOM. 


Salmasius was a man of most extraordinary | ,_ 


abilities; his name resounded through Europe, 
and his presence was earnestly sought in differ- | 
ent nations. When he arrived at the evening of | 
life, he acknowledged that he had too much} 
and too earnestly engaged in literary pursuits, 
“QQ” said he, “I have lost an immense por- 
tion of time ; time, that most precious thing in 
the world! Had I but one year more, it should | 
be spent in studying David's Psalms and Paul's 
Epistles.” “Oh! sirs,” said he to those about | 
him, “ mind the world less, and God more. 
The fear of the Lord, that is wisdom.” — Pike. 
‘ cttinens 

The following is a copy of a very interesting 
Address to the President of the United States, 
(George Washington, ) presented him bya depu- 
tation from the Society of Friends, in 1789, 
and his Reply. 

TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. 

The Address of the Religious Society called | 

Quakers, from their Yearly Meeting for 

Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, and the 

western parts of Maryland and Virginia. 

Being met in this our annual assembly, for 
the well ordering the affairs of our Religious 
Society, and the promotion of universal right- 
eousness, our minds have been drawn to con- 
sider that the Almighty, who ruleth in Heaven 
and in the kingdoms of men, having permitted 
a great revolution to take place i in the govern- 
ment of this. country, we are fervently concerned 
that the rulers of the people may be favoured 
with the counsel of God, the only sure means of 
enabling them to fulfil the important trusts com- 
mitted to their charge ; and in an especial man- 
ner, that divine wisdom and grace vouchsafed 
from above, may qualify thee to fill up the 
duties of the exalted station to which thou art 


charity for those who differ from us in matters 
of faith and practice, believing that the gen- 
eral assembly of saints is composed of the sin- 
cere and upright- hearted of all nations, kingdoms 
id people, so we trust we may justly claim 
it from others; and in a full persuasion that 
| the divine principle we profess leads into har- 


| mony and concord, we can take no part in carry- 


ing on war on any occasion, or under any power, 
but we are bound in conscience to lead quiet 
and peaceable lives, in godliness and honesty 
} among men, contributing freely our proportion 
| to the indigences of the poor, and to the neces- 
ee support of civil government, acknowledging 
those that rule well, to be worthy of double 
honor; and if any professing with us, are or 
have been of a contrary disposition and conduct, 
we own them not therein, kaving never been 
chargeable from our first establshment as a re- 
ligious Society, with fomenting or countenanc- 
ing tumult or conspiracies, or disrespect to those 
who are placed in authority over us. 

We wish not improperly to intrude on thy 
time or patience, nor is it our practice to ofter 
adulation to any. But as we are a people whose 
principlesand conduct have been misrepresented 
and traduced, we take the liberty to assure thee 
that we feel our hearts affectionately drawn to- 
wards thee, and those in authority over us, with 
prayers that thy Presidency may, under the 
blessing of Heaven, be happy to thyself and to 
the people, that through the increase of morality 
and true religion, Divine Providence may con- 
descend to look down upon our land with a pro- 
pitious eye, and bless the inhabitants with the 
continuance of peace, the dew of heaven, and 
the fatness of the earth, and enable us grate- 
fully to acknowledge His manifold mercies. 

And it is our earnest concern that He may be 
pleased to grant thee every necessary qualifica- 
tion to fill thy weighty and important station to 
His glory, and that finally, when all terrestrial 
honors shall fade and pass away, thou and thy 
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respectable consort may be found worthy to re- 
ceive a crown of unfading righteousness, in the 
mansions of peace and joy forever. 

Signed in and on behalf of the said meeting, 
held at Philadelphia, by adjournment, from the 
28th of the 9th month, to the 3d of the 10th 
month inclusive, 1789. 

(Signed) NicnoLtas WALN, Clerk. 















The answer of the President of the United 
States to the Address of the Religious So- 
ciety called Quakers, from their Yearly Meet- 
ing for Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, 
and the western parts of Maryland and Vir- 
ginia. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I received with pleasure your affectionate 
address, and thank you for the friendly senti- 
ments and good wishes which you express for 
the success of my administration, and for my 
personal happiness. We have reason to rejoice 
in the prospect, that the national government, 
which, by the pewer of Divine Providence, was 
formed by the common councils, and peaceably 
established with the common consent of the 
people, will prove a blessing to every denomi- 
nation of them; to render it such, my best en- 
deavors shall not be wanting. Government being, 
among other purposes, instituted to protect the 
persons and consciences of men from oppression, 
it certainly is the duty of rulers not only to ab- 
stain from it themselves, but, according to their 
stations, to prevent it in others. The liberty 
enjoyed by the people of these States, of wor- 
shipping Almighty God agreeably to their con- 
sciences, is not only among the choicest of their 
blessings, but also of their rights. While men 
perform their social duties faithfully, they do 
all that society or the state can with propriety 
expect or demand, and remain responsible only 
to their Maker for the religion or mode of faith 
which they may prefer or profess. Your pria- 
ciples and conduct are well known to me, and 
it is doing the people called Quakers no more 
than justice to say that (except their declining 
to share with others in the burthens of common 
defence) there is no denomination among us 
who are more exemplary and useful citizens. I 
assure you very especially, that, in my opinion, 
the conscientious scruples of all men should be 
treated with great delicacy and tenderness ; and 
it is my wish and desire, that the laws may al- 
ways be as extensively accommodated to them, 
as a due regard to the protection and essential 
interest of the nation may justify and permit. 

(Signed) GrorGe WASHINGTON. 
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Selected. 
NOT NOW. 
Not now, my child—a little more rough tossing, 
A little longer on the billow’s foam, 


A few more journeyings in the desert darkness, 
And then the sunshine of thy Father’s home! 
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Not now, for I have wanderers in the distance, 


And thou must call them in with patient love ; 


Not now, for I have sheep upon the mountains, 


And thou must follow them where’er they rove. 


Not now, for I have loved ones sad and weary ; 


Wilt thon not cheer them with a kindly smile? 


Sick ones, who need thee in their lonely sorrow ; 


Wilt thou not tend them yet a little while ? 


Not now, for wounded hearts are sorely bleeding, 


And thou must teach those widowed hearts to 
sing ; 


Not now, for orphan tears are thickly falling ; 


They must be gathered ‘neath some sheltering 
wing. 


Not now, for many a hungry one is pining ; 


Thy willing hand must be outstretched and free; 


Thy Father hears the mighty cry of anguish, 


And gives his answering messages to thee. 


Not now, fur dungeon walls look stern and gloomy, 
And prisoners’ sighs sound strangely on the 
breeze— 
Man’s prisoners, but thy Saviour’s noble freemen— 
Hast thou no ministry of love for these? 
Not now, for.bell’s eternal gulf is yawning, 
Aad souls are perishing in helpless sin ; 
Jerusalem’s bright gates are standing open— 
Go to, the banished ones, and fetch them in! 
Go with the name of Jesus to the dying, 
And speak that name in all its living power; 
Why should thy faltering heart grow chill and 


weary? 


Canst thou not wa‘ch with me one little hour? 


Oe little hour, and then the glorious crowning; 
The golden harp-strings aud the victor’s palm ; 

One little hour! and then the Hallelujah ! 
Evernity’s long, deep thanksgiving psalm ! 


- — 2 — 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Foreten INTELLIGENCE.—Telegraphic advices are to 
the 17th inst. 


Great Britatx.—Several of the Fenian prisoners 
convicted of bigh treason have been transferred to 
Eagland and placed in prison. Some others have 
since been convicted at Limerick. Several persons 
who had just landed at Dungarvan, on the southern 
coast, were recently arrested on suspicicn of being 
Fenians, and committed to prison at Waterford. The 
principal witness against them was afterwards at- 
tacked by a mob, barely escaping with life, and on 
the 13th, a desperate attempt was made to rescue 
the prisoners, while on the way to the jail, from the 
court-house, where they had been undergoing a pre- 
liminary examination. The attempt failed, but a 
number, both of the assailants and the police, were 
injured, two or three of the former dying in conse- 
quence. 

The returns of the British Board of Trade for the 
4th month exhibit a falling off in the value of ex- 
ports, as compared with last year, of £1,561,000, or 
about ten per cent. The contraction is divided 
among all the principal articles, bat much of the 
diminution in the general total is due to the decline 
in the price of cotton, as, while the shipments of cot- 
ton manufactures fell off about 13 per cent. ia 
value, there was an increase of ubout 5 per cent. in 
quantity. 

In the House of Commons, on the 29th ult., a bill 
throwing open the tellowships of Oxford and Cam- 
bridge to Dissenters was put upon its second read- 
ing by a vote of 200 to 156. When the same propo- 
sition was made in 1864, it was rejected by a major- 
ity of 56. 

On the 17th, a protracted discussion took place in 
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the House of Commons on that portion of the Re- 
form bill which provides for the redistribution of 
parliamentary seats. The vote resulted in a major- 
ity of eight in favor of the government, whose plan 
of redistribution is accordingly adopted. 


France.—It was announced that the Sultan of 
Turkey would leave Constantinople for Paris on the 
18th inst. The King of Egypt was also expected 
shortly, and it is said the Queen of Spain will make 
a visit there next month. The Emperor of Russia 
and the King of Prussia have both left Paria on 
their return home. 

The proposition for the simultaneous reduction of 
the military establishments of all the great European 
Powers, excites much remark in Paris, and is re- 
ported to be not unfavorably received in official 
quarters. 

Germany.—As it is not doubted that all the local 
German Diets will ratify the constitu'ion of the North 
German Confederation, the second session of the 
North German Parliament isto commence in the 8th 
month, at Berlin. 

Austata.—The Emperor, on the occasion of his 
coronation as King of Hungary, in addition to the 
proclamation of a general amnesty for political of- 
fences, distributed large sums of money among the 
poor, and richly endowed various benevolent insti- 
tutions of Pesth. The coronation was performed 
with all the ceremonies and the pomp of former 
times, and was attended by the Ambassadors of all 
the nations having diplomatic relations with Aus- 
tria, except the United States. 

Turxey.—The Porte has issued a firman granting 
to aliens the right to hold lands within the Ottoman 
empire. 

Sours America.—The civil war in Buenos Ayres 
appears to be ended, the rebels having been defeated 
at all points, and their leaders having taken refuge 
in Chili. In the Paraguayan war the Allies have 
thus far failed to gain any decided advantages over 
the Paraguayans, who maintain their ground, repel- 
ling every attack. Cholera bas been making fearful 
ravages in the allied camp, 600 soldiers having died 
in a day, on one occasion, when they were crowded 
into close barracks. A removal from these greatly 
reduced the mortality. 

Mexico.—Campeachy was occupied by the Liber- 
als on the Istinst. General Diaz, who is operating 
against the city of Mexico, reported on the 26th ult. 
that his force had been increased to 25,000 men, by 
detachments from the other Republican armies, and 
he anticipated the speedy capture of the city. De- 
tails of the taking of Queretaro show that one of the 
most important forts, “‘ the key to all the fortifica- 
tions,” was delivered up to the Liberals by its com- 
mander, and they thus gained a position which en- 
abled them to command the entire city, and compel 
its surrender. No certain intelligence is yet re- 
ceived of the probable fate of Maximilian. An order 
for his trial and that of Generals Miramon and Mejia, 
under a law of 1862, is said to have been issued by 
the Mexican General-in-Chief on the 24th; and he 
bad been allowed to send a telegram to the Prussian 
Minister at Mexico, requesting certain parties to act 
as counsel for his defence. 

Domestic.—Some of the District Commanders ap- 
pointed under the Military Reconstruction bill, hav- 
ing asked for instructions as to the execution of that 
and the supplementary law, the subject was referred 
some time since by the President to the U. S. At- 
torney General, H. Stanbery, who bas given an opin- 
ion, in two communications, one a few weeks since, 
and the other within a few days, on the effect of the 
disfranchising clauses and the extent of the power 
confe:red upon the District Commanders. He con- 
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cludes that the only qualification required for registry 
as a voter is the oath prescribed in the supplement- 
ary act; that all who can take this must be regis- 
tered, and that the only guard against its being 
taken falsely, is the liability to trial and punish- 
ment for perjury; that boards of election must re- 
ceive the votes of all registered persons, and no 
others, and cannot inquire into their qualifications ; 
that the oath cannot be taken by any one who has 
been disfranchised for participation in rebellion, or 
for ‘elony, but that such disfranchisement must have 
been declared by law, or fixed by senence of a 
court, and that the actual participation in rebellion 
or comwission of felony, does not alone work dis- 
franchisement. The disfranchisement arising from 
having held office and afterwards taken part in re- 
bellion, applies to all U. S. officers, civil or mili- 
tary, to those who were members of Congress or of 
State Legislatures, and to all executive or judicial 
officers of any State who had taken an oath to sup- 
port the U.S. Constitution; but not to mere militia 
vr municipal officers, members of conventions for 
framing S ate Constitutions prior to the rebellion, or 
mere agents acting under State authority for tewpo- 
rary objects. Participation in rebellion must have 
been overt and voluntary, not compulsory; but it 
would include organized contributions intended to 
susiain the rebel cause, whether of food, clothing, 
loans, or purchase of bonds, &c., created to afford 
means of carrying on the rebellion; and also 
action ag members of the bodies which passed 
secession ordinances, or in any official capacity 
necessarily relating to the support of the rebel- 
lion, but not as officers whose duties related only 
to the preservation of or er and the administra- 
tion of law, and belonged even to a state of peace. 
Disloyal sentiments wouid not disqualify, but inciting 
Others, by aspeech or writiag, torevellioa, would do so. 
Un the question of the extent of the power conferred 
on the military commanders, the opinion now given 
differs widely trom that expressed in the President’s 
veto message on this bill, which was then opposed on 
the ground of the absolute authority vested in those 
officers. The Attorney General holds that the civil 
governments existing in the rebel! States, though de- 
clared provisional only, were fully recognized, and 
their authurity remains ; tbat the duties of the mili- 
tary commanders are confined to the protection of 
the rights of person and property, the suppression 
of violence and disorder, and the punishment of 
crimes, either by the agency of the civil courts or 
by military tribunals; and that they have no authori- 
ty to remove State or municipal officers, to interfere 
with the legislative power, or witn the action of the 
courts of the State; to control the revenues, to pro- 
bibit the execution of the State lawe, or to change 
them in matters relating to civil and private rights, 
so long as civil order is preserved, and criminals are 
duly prosecuted by the regular courts. The power 
giveo to constitute military tribunuls for the trial of 
offenders can be exercised in the case of civilians, 
only under an absolute and controlling necessity. 
Nor can punishment be inflicted for offences com- 
mitted before the passage of this law, or for acts 
not made offences by Federai or State iaw. 

The trial of John H. Surratt, on the charge of be- 
ing concerned in the conspiracy to murder President 
Lincoln, was commenced in the Criwinal Court at 
Washington, D. C., last week. Some delay occurred 
in obtaiuiog a jury, the Prosecuting Attorney having 
objected to the panel first sammoned, from which to 
select, that they were not legally drawn. The ob- 
jection was sustained, and a new set of jurors were 
summoned, from whom the jury was finally ob- 
tained, and the examination of witnesses was com- 
menced on the 17th. 





